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perform license checks, all via a touch-screen laptop or, if they need 
to keep their attention on the road, through voice-activated 
commands. 

Officer Ross Oberlin of the Nottingham Police Department described 
how having the system on his department's ATV even simplifies 
searches in huge Pawtuckaway State Park . 

He noted that an elderly couple became lost in the park recently while 
searching for their runaway dog that had "run off into the pucker 
brush." The couple used their cell phone to call 911, which obtained 
the phone's latitude and longitude from its internal GPS chip. 

Oberlin plugged that location into mapping software in the Project54 
laptop, which then directed him as he drove the ATV to the couple, 
deep in the woods. 

"It used to be we'd have to call out the search teams and Fish and 
Game Department. ... This gets it done in no time at all," Oberlin 
said . 

Project54 is even rolling out nationwide, with emergency users in 
several states buying licenses. The Maryland State Police is 
considering whether to install it in some 1,000 cars. 

But the system sends and receives data via existing police radio 
frequencies, which can usually handle just a single, small channel. 
One ofthe next steps, said project Director Andrew Kun, is to 
enlarge that channel so that pictures or video can be sent to officers in 
the field. 

"Imagine if, at a fire, firefighters could download blueprints of the 
building, or even a three-dimensional CAD (computer-aided design) 
rendition, to guide them," said Ken Chamberlin, professor of electrical 
engineer at UNH, during Tuesday's ceremony at the Lee Safety 
Complex. 

This is where New Hampshire Public Television comes in. 

Like all TV stations, the Durham-based NHPTV is changing over to 
digital broadcasting - obligatory as of 2009 - which will let it send a 
lot more stuff over the same amount of airwaves currently taken up 
just by Channel 11. 

NHPTV already does a lot more than just broadcast "Sesame Street" 
and "New Hampshire Outlook," with its various public education and 
outreach programs and an expanding Web presence, but the flexibility 
of digital transmission will create even more possibilities. 
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