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especially during a rescue or an assist call.
Gallagher is confident the equipment will get a thorough sea trial. Some questions remain.
"There's a lot of background noise on a boat and we're not sure how that's going to work out," said Gallagher.

Lenharth said they would solve the noise interference with the use of a headset, which would also help officers talk
to one another. To ward off that corrosive salt water, the UNH team has already secured a special hardened tablet
to protect the Project 54 hardware. The GPS will be integrated into existing marine navigation, which will eliminate
the need for some manual calculation of readings, Lenharth said.

UNH has put its engineering research-and-development teams to work along the coast in the past, including
construction of an aquaculture pilot south of the Isles of Shoals. Lenharth and his faculty-student team, which works
in collaboration with the state Department of Safety, has already studied patrol boats and interviewed officers to
plan for the latest use of Project 54.

Marine Patrol, a unit of the Department of Safety, has law enforcement authority on all bodies of water that are 10
acres or greater, as well as rivers and tidal waters. The bureau investigates all boating accidents and drownings,
participates in inspection for commercial vessels, and provides Seacoast security.

Police cruisers account for most of the vehicles equipped with Project 54. UNH has equipped about 1,000 law
enforcement vehicles in New Hampshire, and another 200 or so out-of-state vehicles.

Lenharth notes the Project 54 team has installed the technology onto all-terrain vehicles and police motorcycles,
meeting the challenge of background noise and the elements.
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